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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MO NTH (S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 25 March 2004 is/are: a)D accepted or b)£3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) because they fail to show Items 
13, 14 and 333 as described in the specification. Any structural detail that is essential for a 
proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 
608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior 
version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number 
of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where 
necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the 
brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. 
Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the 
top margin as either "Replacement Sheet 55 or "New Sheet 55 pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 
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The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the specification 
cannot be clearly understood as written. The phrasing and sentence structure throughout 
the specification is not clear and for the most part is incomprehensible. The specification 
must be corrected and revised to be clear English sentences, including correct punctuation 
and proper terminology, which appropriately describes the invention. 

35 U.S.C 112, first paragraph, requires the specification to be written in "full, clear, 
concise, and exact terms." The specification is replete with terms and phrases, which are not 
clear, concise and exact. The specification should be revised carefully in order to comply 
with 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. One example of an unclear, inexact or verbose term or 
phrase used in the specification is: page 1, line 13 ". . . the car is treated in cleaning process 
for meeting to cleaning the vehicle surface goal,. . .". The rest of the specification and claims 
are filled with phrases such as these. 

No new matter should be entered and a thorough proofreading and correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distincdy claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 
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The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current U.S. 
practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign document and 
are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "said input pipe. . . and output pipe M in line 5. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 states in line 9, "is typically comprised of valve, baffle, rotating switcher. . ." 
This phrase does not positively recite the valve, baffle and rotating switcher, leading one to 
question whether they are present or not. 

Claim 1, line 15 states "a proper number of seal rings", this limitation is indefinite as 
to the actual number of seal rings that are present. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "said a shifting lever", in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 3 also recites in line 21-22, "facilitating to shifting operation" and is unclear. 

Claim 10, line 1 recites "typically" and also does not clearly describe what the 
vehicular surface cleaning system is. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Meares (US 
Patent No. 4293083). 

Meares discloses a multifunctional cleaning system having a pipe, soap box and 
switcher, the soap box located outside of the pipe at the inlet end of the pipe and as the 
switcher is turned different states of operation can be achieved (see Fig. 2, 5, Items 16, 
92,52). Meares also discloses the switcher having a valve, baffle, rotating switcher and seal 
rings, the valve having a depression (pocket), which allows water to always pass through (see 
Fig. 2, Items 62, 64). There is also an entrance hole (70) for water to enter the soap 
chamber. Meares also discloses a knob on the base and turning the knob results in the 
switcher turning with the valve (see Fig. 2) and Meares discloses the valve and baffles having 
T or H-cross sections. Because the exact nature of Applicant's claimed invention cannot be 
determined as a result of the unclear state of the claims, this art appears to read on the 
claimed invention. The use of the apparatus is given little patentable weight as "[A]pparatus 
claims cover what a device is, not what a device does." Hewlett-Packard Co. v. Bausch & 
Lomb Inc., 909 F.2d 1464, 1469, 15 USPQ2d 1525, 1528 (Fed. Cir. 1990) (emphasis in 
original) and this apparatus is capable of providing the function of cleaning any surface of 
any type of vehicle. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art not referred to are Scripnick (US 4998836), McMahan 
(US 5716005), Bishop (US 5356076), Vicari (US 3612404), Boyer (US 3581996, Wang (US 
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2003/0127537, 6726123, 6647566), Chili (US 20020175223, 6572032), Styne (US 5332158), 
Englhard (US 5213265),Shanklin (US 6345773), and Tom (US 4294280), who disclose 
cleaning apparatus with attached soap dispenser and valve means. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah E. Husband whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8387- The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael E. Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent. 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. / 
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MICHAEL BARR 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



